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Following City Council direction on May 22, 2012, the City entered into a contract with Rodriguez 
Consulting Inc. to prepare the Safety Element Update.  The focus of the Safety Element is hazard 
avoidance through updated hazards information and policies for new development.  In addition to 
supporting project permitting and environmental review processes for public facilities and private 
development, the hazards information will be useful for other ongoing City service operations 
including emergency preparedness, public safety response and community resiliency planning. 

 
III. DISCUSSION 
The Draft Safety Element was released for public review in April, 2013.  The public comment period 
closed on June 6, 2013.  The City Planning Commission held a public hearing and discussion on May 
23, 2013.  The minutes of the discussion meeting are provided as Exhibit C. 
 
The Planning Commission also received written comment letters from Dall & Associates (May 22, 
2013), the Environmental Defense Center and Steve Johnson.  All three were distributed to the 
Planning Commission prior to the meeting on May 23, 2013. Additionally, Planning Staff received 
input individually from HLC Commissioner Judy Orias and Planning Commissioner Sheila Lodge 
prior to the meeting.  Subsequently, the City received additional comment letters from Dall and 
Associates (June 6, 2013) and the Santa Barbara Association of Realtors (June 6, 2013).  Having not 
been previously distributed to the Planning Commission, these later letters are attached as Exhibits D 
and E respectively. 
 
Click here to see the proposed Safety Element Update (September 2013).  In response to Planning 
Commission and public comments and additional staff input, the policy section of the document (pages 
55 – 67) has been refined as described below.  The Safety Element description of coastal bluff retreat 
(pages 27 – 29) has also been revised.  The remainder of the Safety Element and Technical 
Background Report has not been changed from the April 2013 draft.  Exceptions include enlarging 
some maps, minor text changes in response to comments, and correcting typographical errors. 
 

LOCAL COASTAL PROGRAM HAZARDS SECTION UPDATE 
Coastal Commission Review 
 
A draft Hazards Section, the Local Coastal Program (LCP) equivalent of the Safety Element, was 
submitted to the local Coastal Commission office on May 3, 2013 for their early review, in hopes of 
incorporating Commission staff comments into this draft of the Safety Element.   Extensive comments 
were received on June 26, 2013, which went well beyond the scope of the Safety Element as drafted.   
As a result, the Hazards section of the LCP will not be included as part of the Safety Element currently 
under review.  
 
Given that the existing LCP has not been updated since it was originally certified in 1982, Commission 
staff has strongly encouraged the City to undertake a comprehensive update of the LCP.  City staff has 
been working with the Commission staff to initiate this effort, including applying for grant funding.  
Hazards, along with land use and cultural resources, will be the first LCP sections to be updated.  The 

http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=34564











































































































