
 CITY OF SANTA BARBARA WATERFRONT DEPARTMENT 
 
 MEMORANDUM 
 

Date:  January 22, 2015 
 
To:  Harbor Commission 
 
From:  Scott Riedman, Waterfront Director 
 
Subject: Commercial Fishing Slip Lottery - 1A016 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Harbor Commission conduct a lottery for the purpose of assigning a slip permit for 
berth 1A016 in Santa Barbara Harbor, a designated Commercial Fishing Slip.   
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In November, 2014, the Department terminated the slip permit for berth 1A016 in Santa 
Barbara Harbor (a 35’ designated Commercial Fishing Slip) for criminal behavior by its 
permittee.  The termination was not appealed.  Since no commercial fishermen remain 
on the Department’s Master Waiting List, the slip permit for 1A016 was designated for 
reassignment via a Commercial Fishing Slip Lottery, specifications and procedures for 
which are outlined in Santa Barbara Municipal Code Section 17.20.005 C (5) c. and City 
Council Resolution 14-023, Section 16 (Attachments 1 and 2).   
 
Notice of the Commercial Fishing Slip Lottery was advertised in newspapers and other 
information outlets from Monterey to San Diego, and a link was posted on the 
Department’s website, including the above-referenced documents and a Commercial 
Fishing Lottery Participation Request Form. Notices were also posted on marina gates 
and Request Forms were made available at the Harbormaster’s Office. Staff also 
provided details of this lottery at the November 20, 2014 Harbor Commission meeting.     
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Department accepted Commercial Fishing Lottery Participation Request Forms 
from November 21, 2014 through January 8, 2015, and received a total of 40 during that 
period.  Staff requests that the Commission Chair randomly draw three Forms for the 
purpose of assigning a slip permit for 1A016.  Staff will review eligibility of the first 
ranked lottery participant, then either assign the slip permit to that individual or move to 
the second or third ranked participant if necessary.   
 
 
 
Attachments: 1. SBMC 17.20.005 C (5) 
 2. City Council Resolution 05-018 
 3. City Council Resolution 14-023 
 4. Commercial Fishing Slip Lottery Participation Request Form 
 
Prepared by: Mick Kronman, Harbor Operations Manager 



17.20.005 C (5) Slip Assignment Policy. 

 

 5. Commercial Fishing/Aquaculture Slip Assignment.  Commercial Fishing Slips shall 

be offered for assignment only to qualified commercial fishermen.  Prior to assignment of a 

Commercial Fishing Slip from either the Master Waiting List, Sub-Master Waiting List, or the 

Commercial Fishing Slip Lottery, a commercial fisherman must demonstrate to the satisfaction 

of the Waterfront Department that the commercial fisherman possesses the following minimum 

qualifications:  (i) a commercial fishing or aquaculture permit issued by the California 

Department of Fish and Game; (ii) a Fish and Game permit for the vessel that is to be moored in 

the Commercial Fishing Slip as a commercial fishing vessel; and (iii) satisfaction of the terms 

and criteria to qualify as a qualified commercial fisherman, as established by City Council 

resolution, including the requirement for earnings from commercial fishing in years prior to the 

pending Commercial Fishing Slip assignment (“Qualified Commercial Fisherman”). 

   a. Master Waiting List.  Commercial Fishing Slips that become available for 

assignment to commercial fishermen on the Master Waiting List shall be offered for assignment 

to the commercial fisherman registered in the slip-length category of the available slip with the 

earliest chronological application date.  If there are no commercial fishermen registered on the 

Master Waiting List in the slip-length category available, the slip shall be referred to the Sub-

Master List. 

    (1) Acceptance of Commercial Fishing Slip Assignment Offer.  A Commercial 

Fishing Slip offered for assignment to a commercial fisherman from the Master Waiting List 

shall be accepted in accordance with the procedures for acceptance of a slip from the Master 

Waiting List set forth in Section C.1.b.(1).  Prior to assignment of the Commercial Fishing Slip, 

the commercial fisherman must demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Waterfront Department that 

he or she is a Qualified Commercial Fisherman. 

    (2) Declined Slip Offers.  Failure of an applicant to accept a slip assignment offer 

in writing within thirty (30) days of the date of mailing of such offer by the Waterfront 

Department shall be considered a declined offer.  Declining a Commercial Fishing Slip offer 

shall result in removal of the commercial fisherman’s name from the Master Waiting List and 

loss of all fees paid by the commercial fisherman. 

   b. Sub-Master Waiting List.  Commercial fishermen registered for commercial slips 

on the Master Waiting List shall also be applicants on the Sub-Master Waiting List. The 

commercial fisherman registered for a commercial slip on the Master Waiting List with the 

earliest chronological application date shall be the first-ranked commercial fisherman on the 

Sub-Master List. If a commercial slip offer is declined by all commercial fishermen registered 

for commercial slips on the Sub-Master List, it shall be referred to the Commercial Fishing Slip 

Lottery process for assignment. 

    (1) Acceptance of Commercial Fishing Slip.  A Commercial Fishing Slip offered 

for assignment to the Sub-Master Waiting List shall be accepted according to the procedures for 

acceptance of a slip from the Sub-Master Waiting List set forth in Section C.2.b(1).  Prior to 

assignment of the Commercial Fishing Slip, the commercial fisherman must demonstrate to the 

satisfaction of the Waterfront Department that he or she is a Qualified Commercial Fisherman. 

    (2) Declined Commercial Fishing Slip Offers.  Failure of the applicant to accept 

the slip in writing within fourteen (14) days of the date of mailing of such offer by the 

Waterfront Department shall be considered a declined offer.  Declining a slip offer will not result 

in the commercial fisherman’s name being removed from the List, loss of the applicant’s fees, or 
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change in the applicant’s position on the List. 

   c. Commercial Fishing Slip Lottery.  A Commercial Fishing Slip that remains 

unaccepted after being offered to all commercial fishermen registered for commercial slips on 

the Sub-Master List shall be offered for assignment according to a single lottery process called 

the Commercial Fishing Slip Lottery.  Procedures for formation of the Commercial Fishing Slip 

Lottery shall be established by the Waterfront Department Slip Waiting Lists regulation adopted 

by resolution of the City Council.  To qualify for participation in the Commercial Fishing Slip 

Lottery, all applicants must timely submit a Lottery Participation Request in accordance with the 

Slip Waiting Lists regulation containing the applicant’s name, telephone number and address.  

An individual may submit only one Commercial Fishing Lottery List Participation Request. 

    (1) Procedure for Assignment from Commercial Fishing Slip Lottery. 

     (a) Offer of Commercial Fishing Slip Assignment.  A Commercial Fishing 

Slip that becomes available for assignment in accordance with the Slip Waiting Lists regulation 

shall be offered for assignment to an applicant according to his or her rank in the Commercial 

Fishing Slip Lottery. The applicant ranked in the first position shall be offered the available 

Commercial Fishing Slip.  If the first-ranked applicant declines the offer or fails to meet the 

requirements for a Qualified Commercial Fisherman, the second-ranked applicant shall be 

offered the Commercial Fishing Slip assignment, and so on. 

     (b) Acceptance of Commercial Fishing Slip.  Acceptance of the slip 

assignment offer must be made in writing and submitted to the Waterfront Department within 

thirty (30) days of the date of mailing notice of slip availability.  The acceptance form shall 

include the necessary information to verify qualification for a Commercial Fishing Slip.  Any 

applicant failing to submit the required information to verify eligibility, or any applicant failing 

to meet the eligibility requirements set forth in Section C. 5 for a Qualified Commercial 

Fisherman, shall be removed from consideration for slip assignment during that Lottery. 

     (c) Declined Commercial Fishing Slip Offer. Failure of an applicant to 

accept the Commercial Fishing Slip assignment offer in writing within thirty (30) days of the 

date of mailing of such offer by the Waterfront Department shall be considered a declined offer.  

Declining a slip offer, or failing to meet the requirements for a Qualified Commercial Fisherman 

shall result in removal of the applicant’s name for slip assignment in that Lottery. 

     (d) An existing marina slip permittee who is offered a Commercial Fishing 

Slip assignment shall relinquish an existing slip permit to the Waterfront Department prior to, 

and in exchange for, a Commercial Fishing Slip assignment from the Commercial Fishing Slip 

Lottery. 

    (2) Unassigned Commercial Fishing Slips.  If a Commercial Fishing Slip 

assignment offer is declined by all applicants selected in the Commercial Fishing Slip Lottery, or 

if no selected applicants meet the requirements of a Qualified Commercial Fisherman, the 

Commercial Fishing Slip shall be held in the Waterfront Department’s visitor-slip inventory for a 

period of six (6) months.  After six (6) months, the Commercial Fishing Slip assignment shall be 

offered to applicants in a new Commercial Fishing Slip Lottery. If the Commercial Fishing Slip 

remains unassigned, this procedure shall be repeated every six (6) months until the Commercial 

Fishing Slip is assigned. 
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COMMERCIAL FISHING SLIP LOTTERY PARTICIPATION REQUEST FORM 
 

Application to participate in a lottery drawing for assignment of a permit for a Commercial Fishing Slip in 

Santa Barbara Harbor 

Application period is November 21, 2014 – January 8, 2015 
 

The Slip Permit available for assignment is for slip 1A016. The slip is suitable for a commercial fishing 

vessel measuring a minimum overall length of 28’, to a maximum overall length of 38’. 
 

Deadline to submit application is 5:00 p.m. Thursday, January 8, 2015: 
  

 Submit completed application to Waterfront Department Office either in person or by mail at 132 A 

Harbor Way, Santa Barbara, CA 93109, or fax to 805-897-2588. 

 All applications must be received by 5:00 pm, January 8, 2015 to be eligible. 

 Postmarks not accepted. The City does not assume responsibility for any lost, late, misdirected, 

incomplete, illegible or postage-due mail. 
 

Eligibility: 
 

 An individual must be at least eighteen (18) years of age to participate. 

 Only one Lottery Participation Request per individual. 

 An applicant must possess a current California Department of Fish & Wildlife (DFW) Commercial 

Fishing or Aquaculture permit. 

 Vessel to be berthed must have a current DFW permit. 

 Successful applicant selected by lottery must provide proof of $15,000 minimum earnings from 

commercial fishing during the two (2) years prior to the lottery drawing. 

 An existing slip or mooring area permittee, or spouse or domestic partner (registered with the City 

Clerk’s Office) of an existing slip or mooring area permittee, who is offered a Commercial Fishing 

Slip assignment, shall relinquish the existing slip or mooring area permit in exchange for an 

assignment from this lottery. 
 

Lottery drawing will be held at the Harbor Commission Meeting scheduled for Thursday, January 22, 2015 

at 6:30 p.m. in City Hall Council Chambers. See the full text of Santa Barbara Municipal Code 17.20.005 

C(5)c, Resolution 05-018, and Resolution 14-023 for complete regulations, procedures, and eligibility 

requirements pertaining to the Slip Waiting Lists process. These documents are available for review at the 

Waterfront Administration Office and are available online at 

www.SantaBarbaraCA.gov/gov/depts/waterfront/default.asp 
 

If you have questions, please call the Waterfront Department, 805-564-5531. 
 

Please print legibly: 

Applicant Name:  

Mailing Address:  

  

Telephone(s):  

X 
  

Signature  Date 

(for office use only) 
 
Ticket #  

Received Date Stamp/ Initial 

Selected rank # 
 

Certified Mail # 
 

Not Selected 
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