[bookmark: _GoBack]The Santa Barbara Marijuana Control Act is a pro-active and pragmatic measure that will make sure medical marijuana patients can legally and safely obtain cannabis for their medical needs, provide enhanced local control to the City in enforcing local and state laws and regulations, and provide essential resources in preparation for the potential of the legal adult use of non-medical marijuana in the future.

The City of Santa Barbara is one of the only places on the Central Coast with storefront medical marijuana dispensaries. It is imperative for both dispensary owners and patients that access is provided safely and all regulations pertaining to marijuana cultivation and transport are in compliance with local and state laws. 

In addition, this November, California voters will decide whether adult non-medical use of marijuana will be permissible under State law. If Prop 64 passes, the City of Santa Barbara will be responsible to ensure that the new law is safely implemented, through its public safety and code enforcement departments, as well as working with other partners to ensure safe access for the adult use of marijuana while also protecting minors from access and exposure.

The 20% tax is a reasonable rate compared to cigarettes, which has a total 52% tax rate per pack, and spirits, which has a 27% tax rate per serving. Why should marijuana have special treatment and be exempted from taxation?

This measure also permits the City Council to lower or even eliminate the tax rate for medical marijuana and/or non-medical marijuana in the future, but cannot raise the rate without additional voter approval.

The Santa Barbara Marijuana Control Act will provide the necessary resources to enhance public health and safety, ensure safe access to current legal medical marijuana use, and prepare for its potential future legal adult use. 

Vote YES!

The undersigned proponents of the primary argument in favor of ballot proposition Santa Barbara Marijuana Control Act at the November 2016 General election for the City of Santa Barbara to be held on November 8, 2016 hereby state that this argument is true and correct to the best of their knowledge and belief.

Mayor Helene Schneider	/s/_______________________________________ 	7/27/2016
Printed Name			Signature					Date

Council Member 
Randy Rowse 		/s/_____________________________________ 	7/27/2016
Printed Name			Signature					Date

Parks & Recreation Commissioner
Lesley Wiscomb		/s/______________________________________	7/27/2016
Printed Name			Signature					Date

Former Superintendent of the Santa Barbara School District
David Cash			/s/_____________________________________ 	7/28/2016
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